
ANCHOR AT THE MARITIME MUSEUM?

THE TRUE STORY ABOUT WHO AND HOW IT WAS RECOVERED
By Capt. Don Rose:

It has been said that eventually the truth always comes out. It is now time that the
truth about the recovery of an old anchor at the Vancouver Maritime Museum is told.

I first became aware of this anchor in 1966, at that time it had a plaque informing that it
had been recovered from the bottom of Vancouver Harbour. However, there was not any
information as to how it had been recovered or by whom.

At a later date I had been informed that my good friend Capt. George Bunting was
involved in the recovery. When I questioned Capt. Bunting about it, he then told me that Capt.
Bell had actually recovered it and moved it to the Straits Towing Dock and secured it so it could
be removed from the water. At the end of Capt. Bell=s shift he was reprimanded for spending so
much time recovering what was thought to be a piece of junk. When it was removed from the
water, the management of Straits Towing became aware that it was an object of historical
significance and notified the news media. Later that day the local news papers ran a story with
pictures indicating Capt. Bunting and his deck hand Sam Williams as the crew of the Harbour
Tug that found it. (Sam Williams later became a Captain.) Actually they just happened to be
there when it was pulled from the water and the pictures were taken. Capt. Bell read the article
and saw the pictures in the paper indicating Capt. Bunting and his deck hand were responsible for
the recovery of the Anchor. Capt. Bunting mentioned that Capt. Bell was quite annoyed about
how the story had been reported in the local papers. For years, none of us ever talked about this
around Capt. Bell.

In November of 2002, I received a phone call at my home from my long time good friend
Capt. Bell. He asked if I was aware of the old Anchor at the Maritime Museum. My reply was,
you mean the one you found and George Bunting got the credit for? After a mutual laugh he told
me the true story.

Following is the story as told to me by Capt. Curly Bell:

In 1962 Capt. Curly Bell, master with Ray Cullen as deckhand were the night shift crew
on the Harbour Tug Emerald Straits working for Straits Towing. They were assisting the Coastal
Tug Sea Prince, just north of Ballantyne Pier, hook up and depart Vancouver Harbour with two
paper barges on deep sea gear. At that time the Sea Prince was on charter to Kingcome
Navigation doing the paper run between Powell River and Vancouver. The weather was calm and
the visibility A0” due to heavy fog. At that time there were several Saw Mills and other industries
discharging smoke into the air. When it got foggy it was really foggy. You couldn=t see anything
until you hit it. Radars then were nowhere near what they are now.

The Sea Prince now believed to be under way, Capt. Bell told her master Capt. Henry
Johnston to have a good trip, then left with the Emerald Straits to do other Harbour work. Within
ten minutes Capt. Bell received a radio call from Capt. Henry Johnston reporting that the Sea
Prince=s towline must be fouled on something as they were not making any headway. Capt. Bell
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made his way back to the Sea Prince, took the barge off the towline link and secured it to the
north end of Ballantyne Pier.

After sizing up the situation Capt. Bell decided to call in a diver to free the towline from
whatever it was hung up on. The diver was unable to free it under water. Using a pass chain and
the capstan on the Emerald Strait=s towing winch, they were able to pull the towline and the
object it was hung up on to the surface. When the anchor was at the surface they were able to
make out what it was and free the towline from it.

With the towline clear of the anchor, the second barge was put back on the towline link.
The Sea Prince then got underway for Powell River.

With the Anchor hanging off the stern of the Emerald Straits Capt. Bell shifted to Straits
Towing dock where he hung it off a towing bollard on the Straits Recoverer, a Derrick Rig.

This being the end of their night shift Capt. Bell and his deck hand tied the Emerald
Straits to the Straits towing dock where they were relieved by the day shift crew.

Later that same morning the crew of the Straits Recoverer pulled the anchor up on their
deck. The office staff of Straits Towing now realizing they had something of historical
significance called in the news media. The afternoon papers showed the crew of the Straits
Recoverer and the day shift crew of the Emerald Straits as the persons responsible for recovering
the Anchor that is now on display at the Vancouver Maritime Museum along with another old
anchor.

Capt. Bell did not receive any of the credit he justly deserved for finding and recovering
the old anchor from the bottom of Vancouver Harbour.

This story has been collaborated by both Capt. Bunting in 1970 and Capt. Sam Williams
as recently as December 2002.

Captain Curly Bell had a very long successful career in the marine towing industry
serving as master on many tugs including the steam tug Master. He went a full circle in the
industry. When he was first promoted to master, he was the youngest towboat Captain on the
coast. When he retired, he was the oldest. Curly is held in high esteem by all who know him. Had
he been master on the H.MS. Bounty she would have been known for making a successful
voyage in record time, the word mutiny would not have been thought of.
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CAPTAIN BELL’S ANCHOR

AT THE VANCOUVER MARITIME MUSEUM

Photo by Bill Cunningham Vancouver Provence taken
when the anchor came out of the water.
Left to right: Tom Wilson, Capt. George Bunting and
Capt. Sam Williams


